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stamp of Eccelin are merely abnormal types of perverted  individualism.     Ordinary  cruelty is simply  stupidity.     It   is  the   entire  want   of imagination.     It is the result in our days of stereotyped systems, of hard-and-fast rules, and of stupidity.    Wherever there is centralisation there is stupidity.    What is inhuman in modern life is officialism.    Authority is as destructive to those who exercise it as it is to those on whom it is exercised.    It is the Prison Board, and the system that it carries out, that is the primary source of the cruelty that is exercised on a child in prison.    The people who uphold the system have excellent intentions.    Those who carry it out are humane in intention  also.     Responsibility is shifted on to the disciplinary regulations,    It is supposed that because a thing is the rule it is right.
The present treatment of children is terrible, primarily from people not understanding the peculiar psychology of a child's nature. A child can understand a punishment inflicted by an individual, such as a parent or guardian, and bear it with a certain amount of acquiescence.